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Message from the
President
Sam J. Heron
The Ajax Photography Club is gearing up for a great 2017. After excellent
presentations from Don Komarechka, Bharat Mistry, and Christoph Fischer
exploring beauty and creativity, we have a month off but will be back in
January raring to go.
This fall, interest in Lightroom and Photoshop rose and several club
members stepped up to teach and facilitate classes. Many of you took
advantage and turned some good photos into great ones! We’re planning
to expand this curriculum in the spring if attendance remains strong.
As we start the new year I want to remind members to take part in the
GTCCC Inter-Club Competition. Entries are due at the end of January;
details are available on our Meetup site and at www.gtccc.ca. We (the
club), are covering your entry fees so this is the time to get top level
feedback on your photos and make a few select images your very best.
As well in the new year, another 52-Week Challenge begins on January 1st
and all members are encouraged to take part.
We’re not quite halfway done our year and we’re all working hard to make
the rest of our club year memorable. Keep shooting and happy holidays.
Sam Heron

Calendar
Dec 9	Fun Social and Photo
Feedback Evening at
Debbie’s Cafe
Dec 10	Mentoring Event: Heber
Down Conservation
Area
Dec 12	Photo Workshop:
Applying Clinic
Comments
Jan 24	APC Monthly Meeting
with guest speaker
Rob Stimpson
Feb 28	APC Monthly Meeting
with guest speaker
Patrick Rochon:
Light Painter
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APC Member Meeting: Tuesday, January 24, 2017
Keynote Presenter: Rob Stimpson
Rob is an internationally
published, awardwinning photographer
best known for capturing
the wilds of the Canadian
outdoors. His career
in the creative and
outdoor world spans 20
years. Educated at both
Humber and Sheridan
Colleges in Toronto and
his working in Basle, Switzerland as a photographer’s
apprentice for a large Swiss multi-national laid the
foundation for his success today. His first commercial
breakthrough came from selling images to Canada’s
prestigious National Film Board of Canada (NFB) and
from there, his passion for travel, art and photography
has led to many adventures. Rob’s prolific career
has taken him to the Arctic where he paddled some
of Canada’s Arctic Rivers, most notable – the South
Nahanni and Mountain Rivers. His interest for the Arctic
has led to working for the newspaper in Whitehorse,
a guide for One Ocean Expeditions, Cruise North
Expeditions and working for the Annenburg Foundation
out of Los Angeles doing stills for a film on climate
change in the Arctic. Photographic exploits have taken
him to Antarctica, Greenland, sub-Saharan Africa,
Europe and Central America, where he has focused on
rare sights of the natural world and local people.
Closer to home, Rob has photographed for Ontario
Tourism and Ontario Parks for the past ten years His
work has appeared on the covers of Ontario Parks
Guides, calendars, magazines and national ads for the
province. He was a member of the Outdoor Committee
for Ontario Tourism for 5 years giving him a vast insight
into industry and provincial tourism trends and policies.
Locally he is a director for the Huntsville Art Society
and recently curated a photographic exhibition entitled
‘Chasing Tom’ commemorating Tom Thomson’s venture
into photography.
Stimpson is co-author of ‘An Artist’s and Photographer’s
Guide to Wild Ontario’ (Boston Mills Press.) He has
contributed to numerous books – including Halton
Rising Wild and Beckoning, Northern Shores, and
Ontario – Seasons of Discovery. His work has graced
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Canadian Geographic, Chill, Explore Magazine, Cathay
Pacific, Japan Air in-flight magazines, the Globe & Mail
and Toronto Star newspapers.
His work was selected to illustrate Reflections: The
Land, the People and the Canoe at the Canadian
Canoe Museum. This landmark exhibit featured Pierre
Trudeau’s famous buckskin jacket and birch bark canoe
on public display for the first time, along with the
personal artifacts of other significant paddlers, including
Bill Mason, Victoria Jason and Eric Morse. Ontario Parks’
also chose his work for the French River Visitor Centre
north of Toronto. More recently, his images have been
showcased in the book ‘Artists of Algonquin.’ Earlier
in 2012, while travelling in Antarctica he blogged
for Canadian Geographic illustrating photographic
techniques. He teaches photography part-time at
Fleming College in Haliburton, Ontario and has run
photographic workshops for hundreds of students
throughout Ontario.
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APC Member Meeting: Tuesday, February 28, 2017
Keynote Presenter: Patrick Rochon
Patrick: The Light Painter
I began light painting in
Montreal in 1992. Five years
later, I came to understand
that I was a light painter and
chose to dedicate myself
completely to this exploration
while leaving other types
of photography behind.
Through this journey, I encountered several unexpected
and unusual creative projects collaborating with
Butoh dancers in Japan, fashion magazines,
movie-makers, hair salons, musicians and skin care
products companies. I did a campaign with the Minister
of Education to encourage the youth in exploring their
passions intensely without drugs. I’ve created projects
with companies such as Red Bull, Blend 285, Toyota
(Lexus), Honda, Infiniti Motors, Chevrolet. I’ve done
portraits of actresses, TV personalities, doctors and
other clients looking for art to enhance their
living spaces.
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Gear
Angela McMullen
In my last article, I talked about knowing when it’s time
to upgrade your gear. For those who didn’t read it, my
point was that if your gear isn’t helping you make the
images you want, then you need to upgrade. Pretty
simple, eh? But what happens when you can’t find the
necessary gear for a particular subject? Well, in that
case, do what I do. If you can’t find it, make it.
Here’s an example from a situation that frustrated me for
a few years. Many people know I shoot a lot of hockey;
I’ve even written a few articles on how to photograph in
low-light (the bane of the minor sports photographer),
and how best to shoot from behind Plexiglass. It’s this
latter scenario that I struggled with most. Yes, it’s great
to shoot from the penalty box without that large acrylic
sheet in front of you, but the best hockey images come
from the corners near the goalie.
Now all Canadians know that the corners of an ice rink
aren’t ninety-degree angles but curves. So you can’t, as
I suggested in an article last year, place your lens hood
flush against the Plexiglass. There are those small gaps—
especially if you have a tulip hood—where the light
reflecting off the Plexiglass creeps in. And nothing spoils
an action shot like a bright reflection across a player’s
face. Hit delete and try again.
So, how did I finally conquer those d*** reflections?
It was easy. I ordered “take-away” from my favourite
Chinese restaurant.
Now, it didn’t have to be Chinese food; I could’ve gone
to any restaurant offering a “take-away” menu. The key
phrase is “take-away” (a British expression equivalent
to our “take-out”); because while I love the food, for my
DIY solution I needed the plastic dish my mushroom
fried rice came in. The dish, with a few adjustments,
became the perfect lens hood to block-out reflections
when shooting in the corners.
The dish I used is 18cm in diameter, compared to my
lens hood which is 11 cm. I simply placed the end of
my lens hood (the bit pointing at my subject) in the
middle of the dish, then traced around it carefully with
an exact-o knife. A large darning needle or small paring
knife would work—you just need to score the plastic so
you can cut around the markings. Cut the marked circle
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out with scissors or continue to use your exact-o knife. If
you use scissors, it’s best to make a cut in the middle of
the circle first to prevent the plastic from splitting. And
remember to cut on the inner edge of the markings so
the dish fits tight on your lens hood without falling off.
Once you’ve checked that the fit is good, you’ll need to
tape the inside of the dish and around the inside circle.
Inside to mask the reflections made by the plastic, and
around the inside circle to ensure you don’t scratch your
lens hood. Best tape for the job? Black matte hockey
tape of course—I’ve always got a roll in my gear bag.
Once you’re all taped-up, take your customised lens
hood to the arena for a test run. If you don’t shoot
hockey, try it at your local aquarium or any other
situation where your subject is blocked by a similar
barrier. Remember: you still need to shoot with the lens
hood as close to the Plexiglass as possible.
While this “take-away” lens hood doesn’t make the puck
scuffs on the Plexiglass disappear, it does kill those nasty
reflections. And trust me, your local hockey players will
thank-you.
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Ron’s Blog
Sign up and join our fun and informative
classes & workshops!
We are less than half way through another
great year at the APC! We have had some amazing
keynote speakers with some incredible bodies of
work. As well, new class formats have emphasized
more hands-on learning. The photo year of creativity
continues with more light and shadow, creative
portraiture and creativity in the digital darkroom. On this
page you can see a few samples of the great work our
members are creating in the numerous classes we are
offering.
This past October was our first overnight photography
field trip to Sumac Lodge Conference Centre.

Class - Fundamentals: Creative Composition
Photo by Kathie Waterhouse

We had some fun photo challenges, hikes, light
painting, sunsets, sunrises and a bit of snow. We got to
know each other better over great conversations and
meals.
We have two exciting and talented photographers
coming to APC in the next few months. In January, we
welcome Rob Stimpson as our presenter. Check out his
website www.robstimpson.com/
Our keynote speaker for February will be Master Light
Painter, Patrick Rochon. His website can be found at
www.patrickthelightpainter.ca
After Patrick Rochon’s presentation in February, we are
planning a unique light painting workshop for March.
We have an exciting New Year in the works!
Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday season from
all of us at the APC.

Class - Understanding Lightroom (Better)
Photo by Mara Holdenried

APC 360 Class: Applying
Creative Composition
Photo by Denis Shelston

‘One of many views
from Sumac Lodge’:
Photo by Ron Pereux
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Member Showcase
2016 Xmas Dinner Fun Competition

1st Place
ADVANCED
‘Now Boarding for
the Heavens’
Photo by Frans Grootveld.

2nd Place
ADVANCED
‘Simon Says’
Photo by Chris Noronha
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Member Showcase
2016 Xmas Dinner Fun Competition

3rd Place
ADVANCED
‘Hello’
Photo by Michael Nelson.

1st Place
INTERMEDIATE
‘Who Goes There’
Photo by Ella Jeans.
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Member Showcase
2016 Xmas Dinner Fun Competition

2nd Place
INTERMEDIATE
‘Ready for the Hunt’
Photo by John Stager

3rd Place
INTERMEDIATE
Le Grande Hermine
Photo by Todd Murrison
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Member Showcase
2016 Xmas Dinner Fun Competition

Honourable Mention
ADVANCED
‘The Forest’
Photo by Angela McMullen

Honourable Mention
INTERMEDIATE
‘Reaching for It’
Photo by Kathie Waterhouse

9

APC Newsletter | December 2016/January 2017

Snapseed: A Mobile
Photographer’s Best Friend
Laurie J. Taylor
I rarely take a phone snap these days without a little
help from the app called “Snapseed”. It’s like a mini
version or Lightroom or Photoshop for your phone
pics. Just open you favourite photo in the app, (free from the app
store) tap the pencil icon and start playing with your images.
My workflow is pretty simple:

e
r
t

Open photo

u
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Add vignette

Crop image if necessary
 une image (Brightness, Contrast, Saturation,
T
Ambiance, Shadows)

Book of the Month

Save as copy

It’s an amazing tool and has much more to offer once you delve
into it. So what are you waiting for? Give it a try!

BEFORE

AFTER
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by Bruce Barnbaum
This is a newly revised edition of the classic
book The Art of Photography (first published
in 1994), which has often been described as
the most readable, understandable, and
comprehensive textbook on photography. In
his accessible style, Barnbaum presents how-to
techniques for both traditional and digital
approaches. Yet he goes well beyond the
technical as he delves deeply into the
philosophical, expressive, and creative aspects
of photography. This book is geared toward
every level of photographer who seeks to
make a personal statement through their
chosen medium.

BEFORE

AFTER

The Art of Photography:
An Approach to Personal
Expression

Bruce Barnbaum is recognized as one of the
world’s finest photographers as well as an elite
instructor. This newest incarnation of his book,
which has evolved over the past 35 years,
will prove to be an invaluable photographic
reference for years to come. This is truly the
resource of choice for the thinking
photographer
As one of the best photography reference
books of 2016, this revised classic holds much
significance with aspects to tonality in Black
and White photography. I like the strong
communication of both visual and emotional
connection to his images. I wish more of the
technical revision was towards digital, with
respect to the zoning system. Overall I find
Bruce’s concepts can be applied to all aspects
of photography from the hobbyist to the most
serious photographer. A must have for both
composition and technical reference
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APC Exhibits
Frans Grootveld

APC Exhibits
All APC exhibits are comprised of images
from our APC contests and are cycled
through various displays around Ajax. The
one exception is the display at the AjaxPickering Hospital, which is composed of
images by featured APC photographers
who provide their own prints and are
available for sale.
Debbie’s Boutique Café
The exhibit at Debbie’s Café was refreshed on the
11th of November. Debbie’s customers voted for their
favourite images (all shown on this page). The winners
all receive a gift card courtesy of Debbie’s Boutique
Café. Congratulations!

1st Place “Decrepit”
Photo by Ella Jeans

McLean Community Centre
Another exhibit will go up in the McLean Community
Centre in Ajax on the 29th of November, and will run
until early January.

Ajax Pickering Hospital
A new exhibit will be installed on December 7th at the
hospital featuring prints by Sam Heron and Ron Pereux.
2nd Place “The Hand Which Feeds”
Photo by Mark Miatello

3rd Place (a tie) “Christmas Eve at the Farm”
Photo by Tim Thorington

3rd Place (a tie) “Winter Wonderland”
Photo by Wendy Ramassar
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Sumac:
People, Photos, Peace
Roy Robinson
An adventurous group of 12 APC
members and two guests travelled
to Sumac for a photo retreat weekend at the end
of October. We arrived Friday afternoon and were
greeted with snow on the ground. However, the
snow was not a problem. The weather was good to
us the whole weekend; it did not rain and was warm
enough that we were outdoors for long periods each
day. We were not just an adventurous group, but a
diverse collection of individuals with a broad array of
interests and experiences. A strong, unifying interest in
photography wove the 14 attendees together for the
retreat. This common interest set the stage for some
lively interactions over our three-day stay. Inside the
lodge, on the main floor, there was a common room
where we setup our cameras and laptops. You can
imagine the conversations going on all the time about
images, creativity, and technique. The relaxed setting
afforded more photo dialogue, deep discussions, and
long periods working together on topics like postprocessing.
Far from the metropolis, the area around Sumac is
peaceful and serene. The lodge is on the side of a
small lake and is surrounded by hundreds of acres of
natural forest. The west wall of the common room is all
windowed, so we could see out and across the lake. I
think that this reminded us that there were great things
to do and see outdoors. Because the weather was good,
we were always motivated to get out and explore. We
were out following some of the trails, exploring the
sights available, and even experimenting with light in
the dark. Sometimes as a group, sometimes wandering
individually. The Sumac Photo Retreat started last spring
as merely an idea. My thanks to the organizing crew
who worked to put all of the many parts together for
the weekend. And thanks to all who participated and
returned safe from our weekend adventure. About 70
photos have been shared online in the event gallery,
Photo Retreat weekend at Sumac. In this gallery, you
can see many of the activities that we were doing
outside in the area around the lodge.
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