
APC Newsletter
Photo, Friendly, Fun, Focus & Feedback

Message from the Editor 
Laurie J. Taylor

Hi APC Members,

I’d like to reach out to all the club members (regardless of skill 
level!) to help in making this newsletter an informative and fun 
communications between APC members. I am looking to feature 
a member photo on the front cover of the newsletter each month. 
The last few months I have been selecting photos from our meetup 
site, so please upload your photos so they have a chance of appear 
in our newsletter!

Also I’d like to do a feature that’s called, “What’s in your bag?”  
I need a member to volunteer to do a small write up of what kind 
of equipment they use and what they carry with them when they go 
on a photo shoot. A photo to accompany it would be great!

And if any of you have any brilliant ideas about what we can feature 
in the newsletters, don’t be shy, please reach out and let me know.

Laurie J. Taylor 
lauriejeantaylor@gmail.com
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Calendar

Feb 23   APC Monthly 
Meeting with guest 
speaker Tim Irvin: 
Bear and Wilderness 
Photography

Mar 9 Fun with Photoshop &  
  PS Elements with Peter  
  Gatt

Mar 11 Fun Social and Photo  
  Feedback Evening at  
  Debbie’s Cafe

Mar 12  Outing: Guelph Dog 
Sled races

Mar 16  Compositing with 
Photoshop & Chris 
Noronha

Mar 22  APC Monthly Meeting 
with guest speaker 
Dwayne Documonou: 
Sports Photography

Bridal show shoot in Oshawa/Samuel J. Heron
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APC Member Meeting: Tuesday, February 23, 2016  
with Keynote Presenter Tim Irvin

Tim is an ecologist, wildlife guide, photographer and 
writer with a passion for wildlife and wild places. He has 
conducted wildlife research in several provinces, has 
canoed extensively in the Canadian arctic and worked 
as a guide in the Great Bear Rainforest for more than  
10 years. He is the editor of Arctic Inspired: A Tribute 
to the Tundra a book of photos and stories inspired 
by self-propelled travels in the arctic. His photos and 
stories have been published in the Globe and Mail, 
Canadian Geographic, Photo Life, Canoe Roots and 
in numerous calendars. Other photo clients include 
World Wildlife Fund, Offsetters Climate Solutions Inc., 
the Raincoast Conservation Society and the Western 
Canada Wilderness Committee.

Tim has worked as a field biologist and wildlife viewing 
guide in places like the grizzly bear territory of the 
Great Bear Rainforest, the lynx country of north eastern 
USA, the boreal forest and Great Lakes of Ontario and 
polar bear regions of Hudson’s Bay. Tim is one of 25 
bear guides fully certified by the Commercial Bear 
Viewing Association of British Columbia. His expertise 
as a guide and natural history educator has helped 
three companies earn distinction as one of the “Best 
Adventure Travel Companies on Earth,” as named by 
National Geographic Adventure. For more info on Tim’s 
photography and tours visit timirvin.com
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Sports Photography  
Guest writer Laurie J. Taylor

Step outside your Box! 
Everyone has a certain type of photography they enjoy doing.  
For some it might be landscapes, other enjoy portraits or animals. 
The possiblilties are endless. For me, I really love shooting sports. 
I love the action, the drama and energy of the athletes and every 
game, match or event provides me with the oppurtunity to shoot 
what I love. 

But always remember that it’s important to challenge youself every 
now and again and step outside your comfort zone. This past 
weekend I attended and shot at The Bridal Show in Oshawa, which 
is something I would never think of doing if it hadn’t been posted 
on the meetup site. Event photography is not something I really ever 
wanted to do but I bit the bullet and said, Hmm...why not! I learned 
alot... (stupid flash....I must practice more!). Bring lots of snacks 
(always good to have nutrious foods on hand) and talk to people 
(they usually like having their photos taken!)

I won’t be trading in my love of sports photography for event 
photography anytime soon but it was a great experience and I know 
a little bit more about photography than I did before and I met alot 
of friendly faces along the way! 

Book of the Month 
How to Photography 
Absolutely Everything
by Tom Ang

How To Photograph Absolutely 
Everything by renowned photographer, 
author, and broadcaster Tom Ang, delivers 
exactly what the title promises. Avoiding 
intimidating technical jargon, he explains 
the basic elements of photography - light, 
color, composition, and focus - then goes 
on to show how to make them work for 
you. From still life to children’s parties, 
thunderstorms to sunsets, close-ups to 
panoramas, every photographic subject, 
technique, and challenge is covered. 
Using step-by-step photographs and 
instructions, Tom shows you how to take 
the best possible picture in any situation. 
Want to photograph city lights at night, 
animals in action, a family portrait? Tom 
makes it easy. Employing a user-friendly 
“recipe” formula, he shows you the best 
approach for each subject, gives expert 
tips on improving an image, and tells you 
how to set up your camera - so you really 
can’t go wrong. Inspiring galleries at the 
end of each section describe alternative 
techniques to try for every subject. There 
are also tips on basic post-production, 
showing how to crop, improve color 
and contrast, and remove unwanted 
elements of an image. How to Photograph 
Absolutely Everything guarantees to make 
a better, more confident photographer of 
absolutely everyone who reads it. 
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Ron’s Blog
Sign up and join our fun and informative 
classes & workshops!

February ‘s classes were on learning to use your 
external flash buttons. We learned to apply it with 
Michael Willems’ Off-Camera Flash workshop, part two.  
Balancing ambient and flash for exposure can make flat 
images more three-dimensional.

Brett Culp presented 
learning Black & White 
theory, and how to apply 
it in digital darkroom.  It 
has always been one of 
my favourite types of 
photography.  Looking 
for great lighting--drama, 
quality and direction--are 
the essential components 
of Black and White 
composition. 

This March, we have three classes scheduled every 
Wednesday starting with Peter Gatt on March 9th. 
He will show us how we can have fun with masks and 
layering in Photoshop and PS Elements.  This will be an 
open class for novice to intermediate students.

On March 16th, our own Chris Norohna will conduct 
a creative Composite Photoshop class with Medieval 
figures. We’ll learn how to use the pen tool.

On March 23rd, Adam Merifield, accredited Judge and 
award winning photographer, will have a Photoshop 
Class on Edge, Output Sharpening and Frequency 
Separation.

He will demonstrate his workflow and help APC 
members improve their own images.

Please refer to our meet-up site to sign up for these 
classes. Don’t wait too long as spaces are limited. 

Ron Pereux 
APC Creative Director
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Photoshop Tips & Tricks 
with Chris Noronha

Layers Panel Tip 

Sometimes when working with layer masks, it can be quite 
difficult to see the result of my painting on the mask in the 
layers panel. If the thumbnail is small, it’s tough to discern 
what area of the image is affected. There’s an option to 
change the size of the thumbnail in the layers panel

1.   Be sure the Layers Panel is visible and click on the 
small menu icon in the top right corner of the Layers 
panel. Then choose Panel Options from the menu that 
appears.

2.   This opens the Layers Panel Options dialog box, and 
at the very top of the panel are the Thumbnail Size 
choices. We can choose Small, Medium or Large size, 
represented by the three different size images, or 
None if you don’t want to see the preview thumbnail 
at all. Personally, I like to see a nice big preview of 
my layer contents, so I’ll choose the Large option by 
selecting the larger of the three images.

3.   I’ll click OK to close out of the Layers Panel Options 
dialog box, and now my Layers panel is showing the 
largest preview thumbnail size possible.

Note: Another way to change the thumbnail size is to 
simply right-click (Win) / Control-click (Mac) anywhere 
in the empty space below the bottom layer in the Layers 
panel, then choose either Small, Medium, Large, or No 
Thumbnails from the top of the menu that appears. Note, 
though, that while this method is faster, depending on 
how many Layers you currently have in your Layers panel, 
there may not be any empty space below the bottom 
layer. In that case, you’ll need to use the first method we 
looked at (selecting Panel Options from the main Layers 
panel menu) to change your thumbnail size.
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David duChemin  
Lee Chin Gallery, Art Gallery of Burlington 
April 16, 2016  •  9:00 am to 4:30 pm

PHOTOGRAPHICALLY SPEAKING” —  
A DAY OF INSPIRATION AND INSTRUCTION 
WITH DAVID DUCHEMIN

David duChemin is a world & humanitarian 
assignment photographer, best-selling author, 
digital publisher, and international workshop 
leader whose nomadic and adventurous life fuels 
his fire to create and share. 

Session One
The Vision-Driven Photographer

David begins the day with an inspiring 
discussion of his photographs, and his journey 
as a photographer, before talking about the role 
of photographic vision and what it means to 
recognize, explore, and develop the way we see.

Session Two 
Light, Lines, and Moments

Vision is important, but it needs to be expressed: 
how well we do that depends not on how well we 
use the buttons and dials on the camera (though 
that matters), but on how well we use our raw 
materials: light, lines, and moments. This discussion 
about composition and storytelling will free you 
from the so-called rules and encourage you to take 
a new look at the visual language. 

Session Three
Making the Image – Creativity and the Camera

Photographs are made, not taken, and this session 
is a candid talk about the creative process and 
the way we build a photograph. Creativity is not 
something only the more “artistic” photographers 

study – it’s why we place the elements where 
we do within a scene, or choose certain light, or 
moment, and every other decision we make as a 
photographer. To understand it is to better use it.

Session Four
Better Stories, Better Photographs

Everyone talks about their photographs telling 
a story. They often don’t. But stories are among 
the most powerful of mediums. We resonate with 
them, identify with them. They give us meaning 
and they teach us. Some stories are strong, 
and others are less compelling. Learn how to 
incorporate the elements of story into your work 
and make your photographs more universal, 
powerful, and connecting.

Tickets: $75 in advance; $90 at the door. Combine 
with other events for a total of $150 or more and 
receive a discount of 10% on your entire purchase.

Location: Lee-Chin Family Gallery, Art Gallery  
of Burlington, 1333 Lakeshore Rd., Burlington  
ON L7S 1A9
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APC Exhibits &  
Competitions 
with Bob Wilson

Competitions 
I would like to remind our members to start selecting a 
single image to be printed for the year end APC internal 
competition. The actual results and exhibition will occur  
in the May 2016 Member meeting. Members should 
consider using a clinic scored image as long as it has never 
previously been a submission to an APC competition, it  
will be considered eligible. Details and rules will be posted 
as a meetup on our site. I encourage all members to 
consider entering this club event.

Another reminder to our members is to consider 
participating in the GTCCC Capture and Awards gala on 
April 2, 2016 at the Hilton Hotel Markham Ontario. The 
following web site has all the details: www.gtccc.ca/gala/ 

Exhibitions
I can confirm we have a live exhibit at the Ajax Pickering 
Rouge Valley Hospital featuring our photographers, 
Richard Cousineau and John McDonnell. The photos will 
be on display for 4 months.

The Debbie’s Cafe on Harwood exhibit will continue to  
be refreshed every 5-7 weeks using the images from our  
Xmas Fun competition. All of the entries will be exhibited 
during one of the cycles.

If anyone hears of a display space that needs interesting 
images, please advise Frans or Bob.

Entrance to Photo Exhibit

Photo Exhibit at Ajax-Pickering Hospital

Lynda.com 
Now available at the  
Pickering Library 

Did you know that the Pickering Public Library now has 
Lynda.com e-learning series online and available to 
anyone with a Pickering Library card? Of special interest 
to APC members is the 600+ photography courses 
that are available online to watch, and all for free! Also 
available are tutorials on business, marketing, video, 
design and many more topics. Check it out at picnet.org.
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APC Member Meeting:  
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 
with Keynote Presenter Dwayne Ducommun

Biography
•  Started in Photography in 1976

•  Full time Engineer since 1980.   
Retired in 2009 but still consulting.

•  Started Contract Photography jobs  
in 2004

•  Team  & League Photos

•  School Photos

•  Family and Weddings

•  Commercial 

•  Passion for Sports Photography

•  Work has appeared in local newspapers and Toronto Sun

•  Has photographed over 20,000 people in last 12 years.

•  Invested thousands of hours in Photoshop.

•  Never stops learning!

dwayne-ducommun-photographer.com

Presentation Outline

Biography and Background 
•  Business versus Hobby
•  Growth as a Photographer

Equipment 
•  Camera Bodies and Lens
•  Monopods and Tripods

Camera Settings 
•  F Stop versus speed  

with ISO
•  White Balance

Getting the Shot 
•  Opportunities
•  Positioning / Anticipating 

the Shot

Work Flow 
•  Saving and Renaming
•  Post Processing

Enjoying 
•  Printing
•  Emailing


